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MOSS WOOD 2013 CABERNET SAUVIGNON

97 Points

A powerful, full-bodied cabernet that still manages to achieve finess thanks to the perfect 
balance of fruit, oak and tannins. An autocratic portrait of cabernet, and of photographic 
reality. To 2043

MOSS WOOD RIBBON VALE 2013 MERLOT  

97 Points    
If there’s a better merlot in Australia, please get its maker to send a bottle for tasting. The 
bouquet is perfumed, and multifaceted, red fruits, spice and French oak all competing for 
space, the palate an object lesson in terms of flavours (predominantly red fruits), texture 
(supple) and structures (superfine tannins). The oak? Well, yes it’s there.

MOSS WOOD 2014 CHARDONNAY

95 Points
Hand-picked, whole bunch-pressed to tank for initiation for fermentation with cultured 
yeast, transferred to French barriques (43% new), a full mlf followed, with adjustment of 
tartaric acid and SO2, 20 months maturation. While diminishing acidity (by mlf) and then 
adjusting it is an uncommon approach. It’s hard to find fault in the wine; it has an incisive 
edge to the mouthfeel, the fruit flavours precisely placed on the tipping point between 
citrus and stone fruit, benefiting from both, but not at the expense of the other. 

MOSS WOOD 2015 SEMILLON

95 Points
Hand-picked, destemmed/crushed, chilled juice, then standard no frills vinification. 
A wine with a juicy intensity to its power that runs through to an emphatic, lingering 
aftertaste. On a different page to Hunter Valley semillon, but a good one. 

MOSS WOOD 2013 PINOT NOIR

94 Points 
I cannot remember a Moss Wood Pinot with as much varietal character as this wine. 
Global warming? This canary in the coal mine is hopping about brightly, whistling loud 
and clear. It would be fascinating to secrete it in a blind tasting of pinots of Australia’s top 
regions, and throw a handful of Burgundies and Central Otagos.
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MOSS WOOD RIBBON VALE 2013 CABERNET SAUVIGNON

94 Points    
A forthright Cabernet, medium to full-bodied with fruit, oak and tannins all making 
significant contributions. It is easy to see why the wine was given such a lengthy stay in 
oak – it must have been a handful when young. Even now it is chock-full of blackcurrant 
fruit and bay leaf. To 2048.

MOSS WOOD RIBBON VALE 2015 SAUVIGNON BLANC 
SEMILLON  

96 Points 
All the stars are in alignment here, a realisation imposing itself sternly on the finish – and 
in particular – the aftertaste where the intensity of the flavours causes you to gasp, the best 
remedy another glass (and gasp). Lemon rind and zest, unsweetened juice and razor-sharp 
minerally acidity all hit the high spots.

MOSS WOOD 2014 AMY’S

95 Points 
A blend of cabernet, merlot, petit verdot and malbec overflowing with a rainbow of 
cassis/blackcurrant redcurrant, plum and mulberry on the bouquet and palate alike. So 
much is the impact of the fruit, it buries the tannins, but allows the French oak to add yet 
another flavour. Why not tonight?

A summary of the criteria used by James Halliday to determine the ratings for wines follows:
97 - 99  Exceptional: Wines that have won major trophy/trophies in important wine shows or are 
of that standard.
95 - 96 Outstanding: Wines of gold medal standard, usually with a great pedigree.
94  Wines on the cusp of gold metal status, virtuallu indistinguishable from those wines receiving 95 
points.
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