
2013 Crittenden Estate ‘Peninsula’ Pinot Noir 
  
THE PENINSULA NAME:  
In many ways, the introduction of the Peninsula range marks a new chapter in the Crittenden 
Family’s 30 years of winemaking. As the name suggests, fruit has been sourced from independent 
Mornington Peninsula grape growers with whom we have a great respect and long standing    
relationship.  
 
VINEYARD: 
The main fruit component was grown on an ideal north facing slope in the Tuerong area of the 
Mornington Peninsula. VSP trellising is standard across the 3 selected clones of MV6, 114 and 115 
with the utilisation of sustainable farming techniques being one of the key fundamentals which 
we – the Crittenden Family – firmly subscribe to. 
  
WINEMAKING: 
The grapes were hand harvested and immediately destemmed to small open fermenters without 
crushing. The must (juice, pulp, skins and seeds) were statically cooled to around 9 degrees      
Celsius and a protective CO2 layer was maintained to enable a “cold soak” for four or five days 
prior to the commencement of the ferment. Each individual fermenter was allowed to gradually 
warm to ambient temperature, where the natural (wild yeast) ferment could commence. The  
ferment temperature was allowed to reach 32 degrees Celsius and the wine was pressed off skins 
at dryness to a mixture of new and one and two year old French oak barriques, 225 litres. The 
malolactic ferment occurred naturally and was complete by mid winter. 
  
BOTTLING: 
February 2014. Sealed under screw cap. 
  
TECHNICAL INFORMATION: 
Alc. Vol.: 13.5% 
Ph: 3.56 
Total acidity: 6.32grams per litre 
  
WINEMAKER’S TASTING NOTES: 
This wine walks the middle ground between being fruit driven and more 
complex and structured. Each of the contributing clones, 114, 115 and MV6; 
bring a unique character to the wine. Ideal ripening conditions and minimal 
yields have also contributed a level of complexity and a bright ruby red  
colour which further enhance the length and ageability of the wine. The  
texture is rich and structured with soft tannins and a good acid finish. 
 
Rollo Crittenden 
  

 

 

 


